

Board of Supervisors, Palmyra Township, Pike County, May 4, 2021                    


CALL TO ORDER:                                                                                       
The May 4, 2021 meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Palmyra Township, Pike County, PA was called to order at 7:00 PM at the Township Building, Paupack, PA with the following members present: Simons, Ehrhardt and Coutts.  Also present for the Township was Solicitor Waldron and Administrator Rose.
MINUTES/BILLS/RECEIPTS:
On motion by Mr. Coutts, seconded by Mr. Ehrhardt, and unanimously carried, the minutes of the                April 20, 2021 meeting were approved.  Bills in the amount of $27,453.30 were approved for payment and receipts in the amount of $248,894.18 were reported with a list of each on file.

PUBLIC:

BODINE – 300 GUMBLETOWN ROAD

Mr. Joseph Ierubino was in attendance seeking help with the situation that exists at property adjoining his.  The Bodine property at 300 Gumbletown Road has been an ongoing issue beginning with a junk violation being issued about a year ago, then a fire at the residence that has yet to be cleaned up.  The situation is getting worse Mr. Ierubino told the Supervisors.  Solicitor Waldron explained the township has been informed that there is an insurance policy on the residence and the township will be entitled to some of those monies to insure the property is cleaned up, but the process could take a while.  He advised the most expedient way to deal with it is to seek injunctive relief as a dangerous situation exists.  On a motion by Mr. Ehrhardt, seconded by Mr. Coutts and unanimously carried the Supervisors asked Solicitor Waldron to file the petition with the Court of Common Pleas.
THE BOAT SHOP
Roy Finney, owner of The Boat Shop, and Mitchell Jacobs, engineer on the project, were in attendance seeking advice from the Supervisors and Solicitor on their project.  Mr. Finney obtained conditional use approval in April of 2018 for the construction of a boat storage building.  He further obtained his land development approval November 2020.  Mr. Jacobs explained that when Mr. Finney applied for his building permit, he was told the building is in violation of the township Zoning Ordinance in that the building proposed is 45’ in height.  The Supervisors and Solicitor discussed the matter in that the ordinance allows for additional height if the setbacks are increased, which has been shown.  Accordingly, on a motion by Mr. Ehrhardt, seconded by Mr. Finney and unanimously carried the Supervisors re-approved the plan that had been submitted and asked Solicitor Waldron to send Zoning Officer McGlynn explaining the situation and ask him to issue the building and zoning permits.

SILVER BIRCHES RE, LLC

Mitchell Jacobs, Kiley Engineers LLC asked the Supervisors for some clarification on a matter he is handling for Silver Birches/The Dock.  Mr. Jacobs explained he had submitted a plan some weeks ago to change out an accessory building that his client currently uses to do laundry for the business, to a carry out facility for customers to pick up their “to-go” orders.  He explained the parking is not an issue as the building adjoins the parking lot for the business and there is enough allowable parking for patrons. The customers would not be entering the building but rather they would have their orders delivered to them in their vehicles. He further added that sewage was discussed with SEO Martin and he had no issue except that a grease trap be installed in the kitchen.  Mr. Jacobs told the Board Zoning Officer McGlynn is of the opinion it needs conditional use approval before it can be permitted.  The Board discussed the matter and on a motion by Mr. Coutts, seconded by Mr. Simons, an abstention by Mr. Ehrhardt the project does not render conditional use approval as the accessory building currently exists.  The Board and Solicitor asked Mrs. Rose to draft a letter to Mr. McGlynn explaining their thinking and action.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
PALMYRA TOWNSHIP BEACH:

Mrs. Rose reported she had a conversation with Linda Gelderman concerning the beach this summer.  Mrs. Gelderman has someone interested in running the concession stand this summer.  She would stock it, provide the labor, and give the township a percentage of what she takes in.  The Supervisors discussed it and thought it may be a good idea but would need her to have the proper insurance both liability and workers compensation, if she has employees, together with the Serv Safe certification.  The Supervisors decided in the past they realized 10% of the total and that could remain the same.  
Lifeguards were discussed and the Supervisors set their hourly rates.  They also authorized a $100.00 “finders fee” to any of the lifeguards that bring a new certified guard to the beach for the summer.  Hourly rates were established as follows:  

Kara Campbell – Returning Lifeguard and Assistant to Linda Gelderman - $16.50.
Alec Crouthamel – Returning Lifeguard - $14.00.
Zoe Badner – Returning Lifeguard - $14.00.
Cathy Slate – Concession - $14.00.
Mrs. Rose also advised that Mrs. Gelderman asked that a continuation of the split rail fence be installed. Supervisor Ehrhardt suggested she spray paint where she wanted the fence.

TAFTON FIRE COMPANY & TAFTON AMBULANCE EP

Supervisor Coutts asked for authorization to have Brian Kelly, CPA to perform an audit on both the Tafton Fire Company and Tafton Ambulance EP.  On a motion by Mr. Ehrhardt, seconded by Mr. Coutts and unanimously carried the Board authorized retaining the services of the accounting firm to perform the audits.

SOLICITOR'S REPORT:
Mr. Waldron reported on the following:

POCONO MULTISPORT FESTIVAL:
Solicitor Waldron said a request had been received from Kinectic Multisports who are sponsoring the Pocono Multisport Festival June 11-13 asking for a letter of support.  Included in the letter they asked that the township add a paragraph holding the PennDOT harmless from any liability during the event.  Solicitor Waldron said he would review what they are asking and speak with Greg Hawkins the contact person for the event.

NEENAN – MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING

Solicitor Waldron advised the Board that Mr. and Mrs. Neenan had executed the Residential Family Suite Affidavit and it had been notarized and recorded at the Pike County Recorder of Deeds Office.  Accordingly, the zoning and building permits can now be issued.  

SCHRAGEN ZONING VIOLATION

Solicitor Waldron advised the Board that Zoning Officer McGlynn had visited the Schragen property, and it had not been cleaned up as directed in the Court Order.  Solicitor Waldron advised the Supervisors a petition for contempt be filed and a new hearing date be established.  On a motion by Mr. Coutts, seconded by Mr. Ehrhardt and unanimously carried the Board authorized Solicitor Waldron to file the petition.

TOWNSHIP ROOF CONTRACT

Solicitor Waldron had reviewed the AIA contract between the township and the contractor who was awarded the bid to replace township building roof.  He had been concerned about some unit pricing that appeared to be in addition to the awarded bid amount.  Solicitor Waldron said he contacted the roof consultant, and it did not amount to anything that would be concerning.  Accordingly, he advised Supervisor Simons could sign the contract on behalf of the township.
TEMPORARY ZONING - COVID

Solicitor Waldron advised the Board he had reviewed the letters of authorization the township had issues to several restaurant establishments during the Covid pandemic.  He said it was his opinion that the business owners should get their proper building and zoning permits, but he did not believe it was necessary for them to have to go through conditional use approval.  Accordingly, on a motion by Mr. Coutts, seconded by Mr. Ehrhardt and unanimously carried the Board agreed to follow Solicitor Waldron’s recommendation.
MAINTENANCE FORMAN’S REPORT:

Mr. Mathews advised that a tree had come down during a windstorm and hit the township building.  He said he and Mr. Coutts were able to get in cleaned up within about three hours.

Chairman Simons asked Mr. Mathews if he had any quotes on the generator the township would like to have installed.  Mr. Mathews said suppliers do not have any available at the present time.  The Supervisors asked him to try and get some quotes regardless.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.
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